
 

My immediate response to this 
question is, ñOf course not!  Donôt 
be ridiculous.  Itôs Christôs death 
that brought forgiveness of sin, 
provided the path for salvation, 
and humiliated the evil 
principalities of the world.  Itôs in 
Christôs death that He met (and 
continues to meet!) the world in its 
suffering, paid the consequence of 
sin, and began the process of 
restoring creation with the Creator.  
Of course Christ did not die for 
nothing!ò  Yet upon that response a 
follow -up question comes to mind: 
Do I still live as though Christ died 
for nothing?   
 
This morning as I began my day I 
was led to Galatians 2:21 in which 
Paul states, ñI do not nullify the 

grace of God; for if justification 
comes through the law, then Christ 
died for nothing.ò  As I read and 
began to reflect upon this verse, I 
summarized it in this way: If I 
believe that anything I do adds or 
takes away from the justification I 
have in Jesus Christôs work on the 
cross, then Christ died for nothing.  
If I believe that any aspect of what I 
do adds to my salvation, helps earn 
Godôs approval, or makes God love 
me more or less, then Christ died 
for nothing.  If I look back on my 
day and feel like I lived obediently 
and therefore Iôm in good standing 
with God, then Christ died for 
nothing.  If I believe that any 
aspect of Godôs love towards me 
depends upon what I do or do not 
do, then Christ died for nothing.   

Did Christ die for nothing?  
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Ashland XD Attends CCO Jubilee 
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Back Row: Barouk, 
Maggie, Chris, 
Tanner, Jake, 
Jenny, Sarah, Kyle. 
Front Row: Logan, 
Morgan, Sarah.  

CCO (Coalition for Christian Outreach) has partnered with FPC to bring me, 
Jake Blasdel, here to challenge college students at Ashland University to live 
out their faith in every area of life.  One of the great opportunities for students 
that captures this vision and purpose is the Jubilee Conference.   

Jubilee is a conference 
where 3,000 plus students 
experience firsthand from 
worship gatherings, 
speakers, and workshops 
how to integrate their faith 
from ñSunday to 
Monday.ò  Many times we  
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Kyle, Barouk, Logan, 
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Morgan, Tanner, 

Chris, Jake, Brock, 

Maggie  
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live our lives of faith disconnected 
from our studies and our 40 hour 
work weeks.  At the conference 
students can interact with people 
and speakers that demonstrate 
through their lives, stories and 
illustrations how they are seeing 
Christ restore and redeem their 
work, field of study, and industry.   
We had the great privilege to take 
10 students and Brock Kertoy, who 
works in the Graduate Admissions 
Department and is an AU Assistant 
Womenôs Soccer Coach.  
 
Here is a taste of some things that I 
learned and am processing now 
that I am back.  Author and 
principle of The Washington 
Institute, Steve Garber challenged 
us with the Hebrew word 
ñYADA.ò  He shared that if we are 
to have a true Hebrew and 
Christian view of the world we must 
ñKNOWò the world or ñYADAò the 
world.  To truly know means to 
ñhave knowledge of, which means 

we have responsibility to and if 
responsibility to then to care 
for.ò  He proposed that the hardest 
question in the world is ñCan you 
really know the world and love the 
world?ò  As a husband, father, 
campus minister, outdoor leader I 
am challenged with this. Now that I 
know the difficulties, challenges 
and realities of these areas and the 
responsibilities they bring, am I 
willing to pay the cost to truly 
CARE for them?  If I and we engage 
in this fully then we are truly 
ñknowingò them.  If so, we are 
ñYADAò (knowing) life with an 
accurate biblical worldview.  So, 
with so much to CARE for in our 
world, ask the Lord ñWhat is mine 
to CARE for?ò   
 
One area that I believe that Lord 
has called me to YADA, to care for, 
is seeing more minorities and those 
of other races experience the world 
of Recreation and Adventure.  I 
picked up a book at Jubilee by the 
keynote speaker of the WEA 
(Wilderness Education Association) 
conference that I will be taking 5 
students to February 25-27.  It is 
titled ñThe Adventure Gap.ò  We 
will hear this week about the first 
African -American team to summit 
Denali in Alaska.  He speaks about 
how there is a gap in our world with 
minorities not taking to the 
mountains for recreation and  
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MARCH 
1st  Terrence Webb 

6th  Doug Click 
8th  Tim Mast  

10th    Cindy Click 
12th Matt Madden  

14th  Meredith Beer 
15th William Downs  

 Braylen Jarvis 
21st Karen Ford 

22nd Lindsey Saffle 
            Jordann Saffle 

24th Susan Keil 
26th Carl Armstrong  

27th Connie Nordstrom  
            David Steury 

30th  Danielle Conley   
31st Beverly Bixler 

APRIL 
2nd Carolyn Shenberger 

5th Carolyn Freer 
6th Vinny Foley 

 Dex Sedwick 
7th Jamie Kash 

8th  Justin Dew 
9th Judy Frame 

10th Sally Smetana 
11th JoAnn Ford Watson 

14th Linda McKibben  
15th Erin Skafec 

19th Jake Blasdel 
20th  Brent Sponsler 

21st Anne Beer 
23rd Betty Plank 

25th Ronald Baum 
            Bill Manos  
28th  Maylyn Latham  

MAY 
1st Matthew Latham  

4th Jakin Parker 
8th  William Beck  

            Dee Eiserling 
            Edie Lerback 

 Corinne Sedwick 
11th Judith Webb  

12th Jean Hudkins 
 Preston Sponsler 

13th John Saccomen 
 Julia Schoonover 

18th Catherine Hiner  
20th  Dick Bonesteel 

            Judy Mengel 
25th Ellen Saccomen 

26th Matt McClain  
28th  Angelica Morales  

 Allison Skafec 

   

Birthdays 

 
To the family and friends of  

 
-ÉÎÔÁ Ȱ*ÕÎÅȱ %ÔÚ×ÉÌÅÒ ×ÈÏ 
ÐÁÓÓÅÄ Á×ÁÙ ÏÎ 
&ÅÂÒÕÁÒÙ ρσȟ ςπρφ 

 
(ÅÌÅÎ ,Ȣ 0ÉÆÅÒ ×ÈÏ ÐÁÓÓÅÄ 
Á×ÁÙ ÏÎ &ÅÂÒÕÁÒÙ ρσȟ 
ςπρφ 

 
7Ȣ $ÁÖÉÄ (ÏÒÎÅÒ ×ÈÏ 
ÐÁÓÓÅÄ Á×ÁÙ ÏÎ 
&ÅÂÒÕÁÒÙ ρωȟ ςπρφ 
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continued from p.2  

 
adventure.  It is exciting to look 
back upon our Fall Break Trip 
and recall how the Lord had 
Barouk from Ethiopia on our 
trip.  He climbed 2 mountains 
with us and just had a 
remarkable trip.  I look to the 
Lord and how he has uniquely 
positioned us at a campus that 
has many international 
students and the potential for 
restoration in this area in years 
to come.  Please pray for the 5 
students that I will be taking to 
this Outdoor Leadership 
conference: Chris, Jesse, Ben, 
Ashley and Logan.    

Jake Blasdel 

Matilyn Kelly Paullin  
was born on December 31  
to Matt and Jamie Paullin. 
Grandmother is Krystal 
Paullin.  
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